
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board October 5, 2009

Present:   Kathy Moore, Tom Conklin,Terry Schwendeman, Randy Grippen, Jon Kusler, Jim Hamilton

Meeting called to order 7:30 PM

Tom moved to accept minutes.  Minutes accepted.

Gerry C and Terry did the Albany county soil & water tour on 9/15. 

Work Day at Switzkill Natural Area: Big water trail is done, except for signage.  Now useable. Jonathan Pollei from TGI joined the group to help.  A new sign for the SNA is needed. Trail markers are needed.  A walk with the GPS would be good so that maps could be provided at a kiosk for those who are using the area.  Boundaries for the property should be researched. Tom C. will do this.  It would be nice to add wood chips to the trail in the open area.  Terry will call Pat F about this.  Another work day should be scheduled. 

Town newsletter:  could have a map of the SNA big water trail.  Different environments, history.  

TGI:  the CB joined Jonathan Pollei at the TGI property to walk over and advise about the trail 9/25.  We concluded that their “phase one” project is basically ready to go. Jon K. walked a second trail with Jonathan.  The TGI is having a work day for their trail on 10/17 9-3 followed by a chili dinner 5-7 pm.  

Boardwalks presentation: Jon Kusler gave a presentation about trails, boardwalks and wetland festivals.  Association of Wetlands Managers had a grant to work with Land Trusts on this topic. Emphasized community participation aspects of trail construction. Many designs and features of trails and boardwalks were illustrated.  Several features are already included in the SNA trail as it presently exists. Possibility of using youth workers in the summer for chip maintenance of the trail.  

Wetlands delineation:  Jon will continue to ask around some more; he is going to try to see if Steve Brown could give us a mini-course.

Roy Lamberton would like to make a presentation regarding the Hudson River watershed.  He will come December 7 Hudson R. watershed association..  

Fox Creek Park:  

We discussed the maintenance needs for the park, again.  Possible to use summer youth labor to do these maintenance? We discussed again the possibility of connecting the Park with the property behind the school.  There was a very old road that went between Knox and Berne; is this a possible route for a trail?  Terry will take this up again.  

Kathy will review the maintenance needs for the park with Tom C. 

Herbicide use along highways (guardrails):  Terry called the DOT about policies and procedures   ; they are saying they don’t use defoliants.  (check email from Terry).

Site visits pending.  We don’t yet have maps or info. for these.

· Tanski on Warner’s Lake. 

· Emerick--still waiting for further information.

Next meeting November 9, 2009.

Meeting Adjourned 9:45 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,                                    Kathleen E. Moore

